“Rikki-tikki-tavi” Study Guide
Directions: Answer the following questions by using the textbook.
Why is Rikki-tikki unafraid of fighting the snakes? What does he rely on in battle?

He is bold and he was born to kill snakes. He relies on his quickness.
Why does Nag hide in the bathroom?


Nag plans to kill the father.


How does the narrator makes the animal characters seem human? 

He uses personification (giving animals human characteristics)
How are Darzee’s wife and Nagaina similar?

Both women want to protect their unborn children.
Why do the birds and frogs in the garden rejoice at the end of the story?


Rikki has killed the cobras and their children.
What does Rikki-tikki most resembles in appearance?

A squirrel.

What is the setting of “Rikki-tikki-tavi”? 

The house of Teddy, the garden, and India.
How would you describe Rikki-tikki’s personality? Darzee’s personality?

Rikki is bold and courageous. Darzee is annoying and skittish.
How does Rikki-tikki come to live with Teddy and his family? Why does Teddy’s family praise Rikki?

Rikki was drained out of his hole by rain. Rikki was praised for his killing of Karait.
What is the best way for Rikki-tikki to attack a cobra?

To bite behind the head (hood) of the cobra, paralyzing the snake.
What does Rikki overhear Nag and Nagaina plotting to do? What is the cobras’ ultimate goal?

Plotting to kill the family and Rikki. The cobras ultimate goal is to gain control of the garden.
What is the “hot wind” that knocks out Rikki and singes his fur as he fights Nag?

A bullet shot from the father’s shotgun.


Why doesn’t Rikki destroy Nagaina’s last egg immediately?

To distract Nagaina from biting the family.
What does Darzee think will happen when Rikki follows Nagaina into the rathole? What actually happens?

Darzee believes Rikki will be killed by Nagaina. In actuality, Rikki kills Nagaina.
Why doesn’t Rikki want to fill himself up on food?

Rikki believes it will slow him down.

What are some moments of suspense in the story?

Rikki being attacked from behind by Nagaina, Rikki killing Karait, Rikki and Nag fighting, etc.
What does Rikki-tikki do that you can infer he and Teddy will have a friendly relationship?

Rikki sleeps on Teddy’s shoulder.
True/False: Correct the false statements below to make them true.

Rikki is cared for by a family living in England.
False
In his first encounter with Nagaina, Rikki is injured.
False
The snake, Karait, bites Teddy in the garden.
False
After the Karait incident, Teddy’s mother insists that Rikki remain in the garden.
False
Rikki kills Nag by drowning him in the water jar.
False
Rikki uses one of Darzee’s eggs to lure Nagaina away from the veranda.

False
When Nagaina dives into her hole, Rikki does not follow her.

False
Nagaina kills Rikki.
False
Plot Chart: Be able to identify where major events happen along the plot chart.
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